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What is NIRPC?What is NIRPC?
•• Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning 

CommissionCommission

Created in 1965Created in 1965

Metropolitan Planning OrganizationMetropolitan Planning Organization

Council of GovernmentsCouncil of Governments

•• Responsible for longResponsible for long--range planning in range planning in 
areas of transportation, environment and areas of transportation, environment and 
economic developmenteconomic development



The Northwest Indiana RegionThe Northwest Indiana Region

Lake, Porter and LaPorte CountiesLake, Porter and LaPorte Counties

2007 Population est. 2007 Population est. -- 762,469762,469

Covers 1,520 square milesCovers 1,520 square miles

Part of the 16 County Part of the 16 County 
Chicago Combined Statistical Chicago Combined Statistical 

AreaArea



762,469

2007
Source: Census Bureau 
Indiana Business Research Center

Northwest Indiana Population Northwest Indiana Population 
19701970--2000, with 2030 Projection2000, with 2030 Projection



Projected 
Population 

Change 
2000-2030

Source: Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission
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WatershedWatershed



Northwest Indiana Employment Northwest Indiana Employment 
19701970--2000, with 2030 Projection2000, with 2030 Projection

Source: Census Bureau 
Indiana Department of Workforce Development
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2006 Water Use in the Lake Michigan 2006 Water Use in the Lake Michigan 
& Kankakee River Basin by Source& Kankakee River Basin by Source

Annual withdrawals in millions of gallons 
Source: Indiana Department of Natural Resources

Lake Michigan Basin 
Surface Water Use 1,015,400 

95%

Kankakee River Basin 
Groundwater Use 15,800 

1%

Kankakee River Basin 
Surface Water Use 40,700 

4%
Lake Michigan Basin 

Groundwater Use 4,300 
0.40%



2006 Water Withdrawal2006 Water Withdrawal 
by Userby User

INDUSTRY 
64.83%

AGRICULTURE 
0.74%

PUBLIC 
SUPPLY 

4.32%

RURAL 
0.25%

MISC 
0.01%

ENERGY 
29.85%

Annual withdrawals in millions of gallons 
Source: Indiana Department of Natural Resources





Watershed Management 
Framework Development



Watersheds of Northwest IndianaWatersheds of Northwest Indiana





First plan of its type for all of NW 
Indiana region;
Expand on previous efforts of the 
Openlands Project & Chicago 
Wilderness in delineating regional 
open space;
Inventory potential water trail 
opportunities, and develop plan to 
aid in their use as recreational 
corridors (boat launches, camp 
sites, etc.);
Grant awarded from the Donnelley 
Foundation in Chicago, with plan 
completed in 2007.

NWI Greenways & Blueways Plan



POTENTIAL WATER TRAILS



The Marquette Plan: A Vision for Lakeshore ReinvestmentThe Marquette Plan: A Vision for Lakeshore Reinvestment



PORTAGE 
LAKEFRONT



Northwest IndianaNorthwest Indiana 
Climate Change Key ConcernsClimate Change Key Concerns

1) Water Quantity 1) Water Quantity 
Lake Water levels & flows in tributariesLake Water levels & flows in tributaries
Impact on commercial navigation of portsImpact on commercial navigation of ports
Infrastructure costsInfrastructure costs
Impact on recreational boatingImpact on recreational boating

2) Water Quality2) Water Quality
Commercial user needsCommercial user needs
Residential user needsResidential user needs

3) Human Health3) Human Health
Drinking water qualityDrinking water quality
Beach closuresBeach closures
Waterborne illnessesWaterborne illnesses

4) Physical Environment4) Physical Environment
Storm surge impactsStorm surge impacts
Rip currentsRip currents
Ice thicknessIce thickness
Impact on dunes and beachesImpact on dunes and beaches

5) Seasonal Precipitation &5) Seasonal Precipitation &
Frequency of Heavy RainstormsFrequency of Heavy Rainstorms

FloodingFlooding
Combined sewer overflowsCombined sewer overflows
Snow frequency/accumulationSnow frequency/accumulation

6) Fishing6) Fishing
Abundance and conditionAbundance and condition

7) Aquatic Invasion Species7) Aquatic Invasion Species
BiodiversityBiodiversity
Other Ecosystem impactsOther Ecosystem impacts



Thank 
You

6100 Southport Road   Portage, Indiana   46368   (219) 763-6060

nirpc@nirpc.org

www.nirpc.org
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